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Tu e s d ay April 2
B l o o dy hell. Just got out of Ramallah ye s t e rd ay,
managed to catch a ride to the ch e ckpoint with
the Associated Press in their bullet-proof ve h i c l e ,
then wa l ked across with a few bullet-proof ve s t-
ed/helmeted journalists, me in my scrubs   do not
k n ow how to describe what is happening in
R a m a l l a h , but  I will try. I must I am here (Gaza,
B e t h l e h e m , R a m a l l a h , then Lebanon) for  6 we e k s ,
wo rking as a volunteer for the PCRF (Pa l e s t i n e
C h i l d ren's Relief Fund-a non-pro fit ,n o n - p o l i t i c a l ,
humanitarian relief org a n i z a t i o n ) . Te a ch i n g
NRP/NICU stuff, bringing donated supplies, a n d
consulting for potential future relief effo r t s . I had
been in Ramallah since the 23rd March . On 28th,
the situation appeared to get  wo rs e , with 150
tanks surrounding Ramallah and closures put into
effects   I had been staying at the hospital since
Th u rs d ay—it was safer and I was useful there; not
re a l ly teaching mu ch any m o re but instead wo rk-
ing ER, O R ,N I C U, or wherever needed an ex t ra
nu rs e .The staff that could make it in was wo rk i n g
b a ck to back shifts, walking past tanks to get to
and from wo rk or sleeping at the hospital.
E ve ry b o dy not anaemic donated blood. All sup-
plies are running low, sometimes there was not
enough fo o d .The ambulances are prevented fro m
t ransporting the wo u n d e d , or any other patients
or staff—they we re stopped and arre s t e d , and the
ambulances we re then used by the Israelis in
house to house searches and ex e c u t i o n s .Th e
patients that we re able to make it to the hospital
in time we re gun shot wo u n d s — m o s t ly to ab d .a n d
ch e s t , or head. I saw many corpses with close
range wounds/ execution style.The morgue is ove r-
f u l l .The Israelis are lying about what is happen-
i n g — i . e .t h ey did enter Ramallah hospital on
S u n d ay, I was there .The press is censured [sic]—
u n able to report what is occurring as they are also
p reve n t e d / d e t a i n e d ,t h re a t e n e d ,i n j u re d , or escort-
ed out. I am hearing that the news in the States is
ve ry pro - I s raeli as usual. H ow is this allowe d ?
Th e re are many major human rights issues here .

I feel helpless to do any t h i n g . I wish now that I
would have stayed in Ramallah. I am a nu rs e ,a n d
a human being. It was ve ry hard to leave , but the
hospital staff advised me to go, to get out when I
c o u l d .Th ey we re ve ry afraid about what might
happen (and now is happening). I am safe in
Jerusalem now, but feel useless-unable to do any-
thing except write emails. And today the situation
t h e re is so mu ch wo rse—the press just told me
that now snipers are firing  at anyone leaving the
Ramallah hospital. In Bethlehem today the
I s raelis are targeting ch u rch e s ,h ave shot and

killed a priest and also shot a nun—and the situa-
tion is the same for the hospital there , no one
a l l owed in or out.Th ey continue to surro u n d
A ra fat's compound, cutting off wa t e r, fo o d ,e l e c-
t r i c i t y, and any contact.Th ey shot Palestinians try-
ing to surre n d e r, in their underwe a r.Th ey
c o n t i nue to conduct house to house searches and
ex e c u t i o n s ,t h ey are casting a wide net and arre s t-
ing many, m a ny people—I saw trucks filled with
b l i n d folded Palestinians pass by the hospital.
Th e re we re major bombings done early this morn-
i n g ,m a ny  people must be hurt or dead. I can't
think of anything else to say right now—the situa-
tion is unimaginab l e . I have no wo rds for this
except to plea; “please help stop this”. A m e r i c a n s
need to know what is happening, t h ey need to pay
a t t e n t i o n . Th ey need to be awa re that their new s
is ve ry biased; they need to search for the truth,
and the causes of symptoms such as suicide
b o m b e rs .Th ey need to re - evaluate their defin i t i o n
of terrorism and who the terrorists are , to include
politics that would oppress another people so hard
and for so long. All need to take re s p o n s i b i l i t y
for our own government's actions and inactions.
P l e a s e , at least, p ray for all the people here — e s p.
in Ramallah and Bethlehem... am ve ry tire d .I ' l l
t ry to email more later.

We d . April 3
H e re's an update: spoke with the director of the
Ramallah hospital—they are running out of medi-
c i n e s ,s u p p l i e s , and ox y g e n . Th e re are still many
casualties and dead in the streets that they are
u n able to get to.Th ey are worried about diseases
that come with having a morgue full again, a n d
garbage in the streets piled high, and unable to
get to or bury the dead. Th ey we re able to bury 29
bodies ye s t e rd ay in a mass grave , during a lift of
the curfew for a few hours—but soldiers still shot
at people in the streets even during this time,
killing a 10 yr old boy.Th e re is no electricity, n o
food and now no water at the hospital. A female
doctor was killed in  Je n i n . In Bethlehem ye s t e r-
d ay, t h ey targeted ch u rches—shot and killed a
p r i e s t , and injured six nu n s .Th ey are now shoot-
ing at priests that have come to the ch e ck point to
t ry to get in to Bethlehem.The hospital and ambu-
lances there are also unable to get to the injure d .
The press just arrived back to the hotel, telling me
that the convoy of supplies trying to get into
Ramallah will not be let in.

Some of the babies in the NICU will die with-
out oxygen—of all the indisputable innocents.

T h u r s . April 4
I don't even know where to start any m o re — ex c e p t
to say that the situation is even wo rs e .Th e re are
h u n d reds of calls to the ambulances at Ramallah
eve ry day, pleading for help for the critically sick
and injured—but they still are not allowed to do
a nything or transport anyo n e . I spoke with a
Finnish re s e a rcher who was allowed out of
Ramallah ye s t e rd ay who says that there are med-
ical persons detained, along with hundreds of
Pa l e s t i n i a n s . She said that there are hundreds of
i n j u red in the bombed areas of Ramallah that are
u n able to get help. As for Bethlehem, I spoke with
p ress who had been able to get part way in ye s t e r-
d ay befo re being chased out by soldiers , re p o r t i n g
that "eve ry door has been blow open, r i ddled with
b u l l e t s " , dead bodies behind the doors , a missile
in a child's bedro o m ," water pipes eve ry w h e re are
t o t a l ly destroye d " ." This is the most horrible va n-
dalism imaginab l e — c l e a rly just for punishment"
of the Palestinian people.The Israeli soldiers
abide by no rule—shooting anyone now.Th ey have
expanded the militarized zo n e s , and are not allow-
ing journalists, or anyone in.Th ey do not wa n t
a nyone seeing what they are doing—this is the
most frightening. Peaceful demonstrations at the
ch e ck points are targeted with tear gas, i n t e r n a-
tional convoys of supplies are not allowed in.Th e
situation at the hospitals remains critical—their
s u p p l i e s ,m e d i c i n e s , and oxygen are running out.
The Ramallah hospital was able to get three ox y-
gen cy l i n d e rs two days ago, but convoys of medical
supplies and food we re not allowed in at all ye s-
t e rd ay.Th e re is not enough fo o d , either at the hos-
pital or for the rest of Ramallah.Th e re is still no
water or electricity—I can not imagine how the
medical staff  is coping, the nu rses in the neonatal
unit must be taking turns ventilating the bab i e s
by  hand with whatever oxygen they have left.
H ow long can the rest of the wo rld wa t ch this,
doing nothing?

PLEASE AT LEAST LET THE FOOD, WAT E R
AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES IN!

The Palestinian Centre for Rappro ch e m e n t
b e t ween People 64 Star Stre e t , P. O. B ox 24
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The centre is a non-pro fit making NGO, started in
1988 during the first Intifa d a . PCR runs commu-
nity service progra m s , youth empowerment and
t raining progra m s . PCR is also ve ry mu ch
i nvo l ved in the non-violent resistance against the
I s raeli Occupation to Pa l e s t i n e .
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