
Zine & Comic Rev i ews
Mark Paws o n

Another bumper crop of print creations this time
a ro u n d , and as there ’s lots of small publications it
seems logical to rev i ew eve rything in size ord e r,
biggest firs t ,l e aving the little ones for last. N ex t
issue I’m planning a whole column of free publica-
t i o n s , all contributions and suggestions of publica-
tions to include will be gra t e f u l ly re c e ive d .

Found notes and letters have an enduring
appeal and have often appeared in zines and one-
off collections prev i o u s ly, Found Maga z i n e is the
first regular magazine devoted entire ly to them.
I t ’s a winning fo r mu l a , Found Maga z i n e fills a big
112 pages with love letters , nasty notes, s h o p p i n g
l i s t s , s ke t ch e s ,s chool essay s ,p h o t o s ,b l a ck m a i l
d e m a n d s , notes left under windscre e n
w i p e rs and even a ‘Curtsy’ notice fro m
the San Francisco Hell’s A n g e l s .
Material of this kind speaks for itself
and doesn’t need any explanation or
c o m m e n t s . Excellent as it is, Fo u n d
M a ga z i n e is let down by an annoy i n g ly
messy layo u t , (some kind of anti-com-
puter statement?), and far too many
plugs for the editor’s websites and
other pro j e c t s .N o n e t h e l e s s , I’m glad
Found Maga z i n e is aro u n d , and with an
a c t ive re a d e rship sending in contribu-
tions it should continue for a good
w h i l e . After re c e iving a squashed frog
found on the 25th floor stairs of a
t ower block ,t h ey politely ask re a d e rs not to send
a ny more dead animals.

E x t ra p o o l, Nijmegen in the east of Holland is a
unique autonomously run centre that houses a
print shop and hosts film show s , exhibitions and
p e r fo r m a n c e s .The print shop operates stencil
p r i n t e rs , ancient Roneo and Gestetner duplicators

and their modern day descen-
d e n t , the digital stencil print-
e r. Looking like photocopiers
f rom the outside, digital sten-
cil printers contain cy l i n d r i-
cal drums of ink, a ro u n d
w h i ch stencils are automati-
c a l ly wra p p e d .Th e s e
m a chines are intended to
print in a single colour only,
but the E x t ra p o o l p r i n t e rs
h ave pushed them to the limit
and somehow manage to
print in full colour which has
a unique vibrant look and
sophisticated yet raw - e d g e d
f e e l . H a l f-Wi t #2 is E x t ra p o o l ’s
house magazine, a riotous mix
of gra p h i c s ,c o m i c s ,a r t wo rk
and photos from 42 of the
d ive rse artists/mu s i c i a n s / p e r-
fo r m e rs who have
wo rke d / ex h i b i t e d / p e r fo r m e d
at the ve nu e . H a l f-Wi t is also a
type of Dutch bre a d .
Th e re ’s hard ly any comics this
time aro u n d , so I’d better
s q u e e ze in Jo h n ny Rya n ’s
A n g ry Youth Co m i x w h i ch with
issue 4 has mutated into ‘ H o t
Headed Cyborg Ass Kicker’ in

a pathetic and tra n s p a rent attempt to attra c t
comic fa n b oy s . Inside it’s just as sick-smart and
re p rehensible as eve r, p ro b ab ly even more so with
this issue’s big name collab o ration with Pe t e r
B a g g e — ’ H i p l e r ’ .A d o l p h ’s back on the scene, h e ’s
t o t a l ly awesome and just wants to be love d ,w i t h
the help of his Holly wood agent, Hitler re i nve n t s
himself for 2002, hits the Talk Show circ u i t ,
becomes a Te e nybopper Idol and lands a co-star-
ring acting role in ET 2, b e fo re the pre s s u res of

fame get to him and he reverts back to old
h ab i t s . . .I t ’s clear why ‘Hipler’ is a collab o ra t i o n ,i f
yo u ’ re going to produce such a gross-out-fest yo u ’d
better have someone to share the blame with. In a
perfect wo rld A n g ry Youth Co m i x would be on eve ry
n ews agent’s shelves alongside Matt Gro e n i n g ’s
( i m a g i n a ry) Sullen Teen Magazine.

Kevin Lyons’ book N at u ral Born: the graphic his -
tory of Reggae, S k a ,R o ck s t e a dy and Soul 1960-69,
comes in a 7 inch single sleeve .The book gra p h i-
c a l ly ex p l o res and celeb rates the early days of
Jamaican mu s i c , the roots of Reggae, Ska and
R o ck s t e a dy in this period we re complex and inter-
wove n , it would be impossible to have a single

c o m p re h e n s ive diagram illustra t-
ing all the influences and cro s s -
f e r t i l i s a t i o n . Lyons doesn’t
attempt this, instead he gives us
an assortment of care f u l ly hand
l e t t e red fa m i ly tre e s , of artists,
l ab e l s ,s t u d i o s ,p ro d u c e rs ,D J s
and sound systems, t og e t h e r
with collections of re c o rd com-
p a ny log o s ,l abel artwo rk and
p o r t raits of legendary original
ro cke rs — D u ke Reid, S i r
C oxsone and Prince Buster.
N at u ral Born had me skanking
round the living room to the
wonderful Club Ska 67 and

I n t e n s i fied LPs.
Fre n ch Silkscreen publishers Le Dernier Cri

h ave gone into hy p e rd r ive , publishing 16 new
books in 9 months, I was tempted to devote this
column entire ly to their books, m aybe all the fis h
soup they eat in Marseille acts as magic potion?
Most interesting to comics fans is Charles Burns’
Close Your Eye s—a book of copied draw i n g s . Wh i l e
he was waiting in the badly lit hallway during his
d a u g h t e r ’s piano lessons, Burns tried reading and
s ke t ch i n g , but with the sound of ‘ M a ry had a little
Lamb’ coming through the door
for the fiftieth time found it
h a rd to concentra t e , so he hit on
the solution of taking a draw i n g
and copying it in the one hour
time slot. His source material is
classic horror and ro m a n c e
comics and his peer cartoonists’
( C r u m b ,C l owe s , Doucet and
Panter) original drawings are
s h own next to Burns’ distinctive
smooth incised ve rs i o n s .E a ch of
the original comic book images
is given the Charles Burns
wo rkove r, e m e rging more sinister and gro t e s q u e .

When he’s not busy txting late night radio talk
s h ow s ,D ave the Chimp finds time to abuse the
o f fice photocopier and slap together an issue of
Switch On Your Bra i n. I t ’s a good old fashioned wa ke -
u p - a n d - d o - s o m e t h i n g - z i n e . Contents: Steal Fro m
Wo rk ,M a ke your own zine & web s i t e , Mess with
the Swo o s h , Reclaim the streets and walls with
s k a t eb o a rds and spray c a n s , Go Bare fo o t ,S t i cke r

designs to photocopy, t h e re ’s even a spray painted
c ove r. M aybe yo u ’ ve heard all this befo re , but still
i t ’s good to be re m i n d e d , and there ’s a whole gen-
e ration out there who have n ’t , but might just
become tomorrow ’s culture jammers and meme
b re e d e rs ,c reating the next wave of zines &
c o m i c s .“ Why don’t you sw i t ch off yo u r
Te l ev i s i o n / P l ay s t a t i o n / M o b i l e / DVD/Computer and
go and do something more interesting instead?”

H aving just spent a whole afternoon painstak-
i n g ly cleaning up photographs and re m oving shad-
ows in Photoshop, A n d rew Lanyo n ’s The Shadow
S h o p m a kes me wonder why I bothere d .T H E
S H A D OW SHOP is a whimsical, poetic attempt to
t race the dimly re m e m b e red story of Ve ra
R ow l ey ’s Shadow Shop which was open for just
t h ree days during an ove rcast spell sometime in
1 9 3 8 . The Shadow Shop sold a full range of shadow s
f rom simple paper ones that you had to stand on
to bespoke models, made of silk and attached to
the ankles with elegant leather stra p s . The Shadow
S h o p has illustrated diagra m s ,p h o t ographs and
tipped-in colour plates of elab o rate mech a n i c a l
c o n t raptions with leve rs and ro l l e rs . One demon-
s t rates a man’s shadow sliding upstairs ,a n o t h e r
s h ows a person banging their head against a wa l l ,
causing their shadow to drop to the gro u n d .M y
i n formant tells me that the machines pictured are
g e nu i n e , the rest of The Shadow Shop is for you to
d e c i d e .

Tom Tr u s ky ’s To rt i l l a s: A glow-in-the-dark book of
m i ra c l e s, t a kes as its starting point the phenomena
familiar to Fortean Ti m e s re a d e rs of religious sym-
bols mira c u l o u s ly appearing in eve ry d ay gro-
c e r i e s — Jesus’ face on a Corn Tortilla or A l l a h ’s
name in a slice of auberg i n e . To rt i l l a s contains 6
printed ‘ Tortillas’ when they ’ re heated up/ex p o s e d
to light and then viewed in darkness Tr u s ky ’s per-
sonal icons mira c u l o u s ly appear, i n c l u d i n g
M a r i ly n , Elvis and the almighty $. To rt i l l a s c o m e s
with 2 sachets of Taco Sauce glued inside—do yo u

p refer your my s t e r i o u s ly appear-
ing icons with mild or ex t ra hot
sauce? To rt i l l a s, also incorp o ra t e s
images of Aztec Gods, re m i n d i n g
us that for the Aztecs corn wa s
the source of all life on earth
and that in the Aztec cre a t i o n
myth the first humans we re
made from corn meal by the
Gods who then breathed life
into them.You don’t quite get
the same associations when yo u
buy a packet of ‘ W raps’ from the
s u p e r m a rke t .

For the last 10 ye a rs Canadian Designer/Book
artist Ian Phillips (a.k.a. Pas De Chance) collected
Lost Pet Po s t e rs from around the wo rld and com-
piled them in his zine S n a c ks. S n a c ks came with pet
food biscuits and dog re g i s t ration tags glued to the
c over and was continu a l ly updated with new
p o s t e rs added as they we re sent in by re a d e rs . Lo s t
is a compendium of the Lost Pet Po s t e rs in S n a c ks,
an instance of a zine being picked up and ‘ ove r-
grounded’ by a major publisher. Lo s t d o e s n ’t suffer
f rom this process and benefits from the larger size
and increased page count. S i mu l t a n e o u s ly sad and
h o p e f u l , Lo s t i l l u s t rates the large number of pets
that go missing or get stolen, s h ows how mu ch
their ow n e rs care and the lengths they go to—
putting up posters around their neighbourhoods
and offering rewa rds for the return of belove d
p e t s . What part do Lost Pet Poster collectors play
in this pro c e s s ,a re they reducing the chances of
pets being reunited with their ow n e rs by re m ov i n g
p o s t e rs for their own selfish pleasure? Wow, I man-
aged to rev i ew Lo s t without mentioning Tra c ey
E m i n ’s Lost Cat Po s t e rs . . .
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The Caravan Gallery postcards take the instant-
ly re c og n i s able format of a holiday postcard with 4
d i f f e rent views of a holiday town and the tow n ’s
name in the centre , and replace the picture s q u e
scenes and local landmarks with equally fa m i l i a r
yet less celeb rated scenes of urban life—tanning
s a l o n s ,t ra f fic wa rd e n s ,p o r t a l o o s ,‘ h u m o u ro u s ly ’
named businesses, b o a rded up shops, b a cks of
s t a t u e s , those massive stuffed animals given as
fa i rground prize s , wo n ky handwritten signs,
wheelie bins and rancid canal tow p a t h s . With sim-
ple captions (‘Signs of Scotland, G l a s g ow’; ‘A
S h o p p e rs Pa ra d i s e ,A round Norwich’; ‘Glimpses of
I p sw i ch’; ‘ L ove ly Live rpool’) these postcards which
could be from any town in the UK need no further
ex p l a n a t i o n .Th ey should be on sale at eve ry sou-
venir shop and news agents in the towns feature d .
As soon as I saw them in the b o o k a r t b o o k s h o p I
bought all 26 postcards in the series. U n l i ke
Martin Pa r r ’s dull, and inaccura t e ly titled ‘ B o r i n g
Po s t c a rds’ books,The Caravan Gallery ’s eve r- grow-
ing series of postcards (there ’s over 50 now) gen-
u i n e ly celeb rate and re c o rd the mu n d a n e ,
commonplace aspects of Blair’s Britain. Ja n
Williams and Chris Teasdale have travelled with
their digital camera and the Caravan Gallery itself
to Live rp o o l ,I p sw i ch ,N o r w i ch ,
B r i g h t o n ,G l a s g ow, and there ’s
plans for The Caravan Gallery to
appear in a variety of locations
t h roughout the UK in 2003.
Their recent re s i d e n cy at the
L ive rpool Biennial, p roduced 2
p o s t c a rds bra n ching out in new
d i rections—a pure ly conceptual
‘ R iver Mers ey’ card featuring 4
v i ews of mu rky grey water and a
s a u cy V P L / Visible Panty Lines
p o s t c a rd , focusing on g-strings
visible through thin white sum-
mer tro u s e rs .

Mail for Fu ntastic United Nat i o n s
, is a pocket sized Mail Art Kit
put together by ve t e ran mail-
artist Vi t t o re Baroni and his con-
s p i rator Piermario Ciani.Th e
s n a z z i ly designed folder contains
22 postcard s , 4 sheets of stamps,
3 booklets and a rubb e r- s t a m p.
Themed around imaginary coun-
tries with their own languages, c u r rencies and
postal systems, Mail 4 f. u . n . embodies the collab o-
ra t ive spirit of the Postal Art Netwo rk — e a ch of
the 23 contributors from Italy, G e r m a ny, Ja p a n
and the USA financed a share of the printing
costs and re c e ived part of the edition when com-
p l e t e . Mail 4 f. u . n . is proof that the mail-art net-
wo rk is still alive even if it has taken a battering
f rom upstart electronic communication methods.
Mail 4 f. u . n . also serves as an inspiring wo rk i n g
model of how an ambitious international pro j e c t
can be re a l i s e d .

Po c ko editions are a series of cute unifo r m
books by artists, p h o t ogra p h e rs and illustra t o rs .
Th ey ’ re all 96 pages, p o s t c a rd size d , budget priced
and come in batches of 5 titles, with a neat slip-
case thrown in if you buy the set.Th ey ’ ve defin e d
their own space which is somew h e re betwe e n
artists’ books, n ews-stand fashion/art glossies and
Ta s chen books, but hey at just £4.99 each it does-
n ’t re a l ly matter where they fit into the gra n d
s cheme of things.To do a proper rev i ew of Po cko
books I’d need all 5 books in front of me, but fo r
some strange reason they only sent one. Po c ko ’s,
O u t of Science s h owcases Hiro Sugiya m a ’s paintings
and collages which draw on the ve r n a c u l a r
i m a g e ry of Mexican and Indian educational
p o s t e rs and ch i l d re n ’s illustrated ‘ Wo rld of
K n owledge’-type encyclopedias—the genre of
wo rk m a n - l i ke pro fic i e n t ly painted illustration art.
From this source material Sugiyama cre a t e s
gra p h i c a l ly rich , Jim Shaw-esque curious paint-
i n g s ,w h i ch always have a discordant element to
t h e m .I t ’s a great image book which can be dipped

into re p e a t e d ly, but c’mon Po c ko, h ow about titles
for the paintings or more information on
S u g i ya m a ’s publishing company, w h i ch appare n t ly
distributes a free newspaper in To kyo on the 23rd
of each month, w h i ch is pay d ay in Ja p a n ?

Getting smaller, and cheaper we come to
N e o m u # 4 . If you guillotined 3 cm off the top of a
Po c ko book and used the chopped-off bits to make
m o re pages yo u ’d eve n t u a l ly get an 11cm square
160 page book.Then invite 80 designers and illus-
t ra t o rs to contribute a monoch rome 2 page spre a d ,
and print it all in a ra i n b ow of colours gra d u a t i n g
f rom glossy neon pink at the start to a matt dull
p u rple at the end of the book and yo u ’ ve got
N e o m u.Yo u ’ ve invited lots of contributors ,f ro m
Au s t ralia and Singapore so it’s not a case of wo rk
f rom ‘all the usual suspects’ (well it might be if
yo u ’ re Au s t ralian or Singapore a n ) . N e o m u is delec-
t able top grade eye candy, h a rd - t o - find and costs
£1 / US$ / HK$10 / ¥100 / EURO 1 depending on
w h e re you live —N e o m u is cheap in any language.

Yasushi Cho’s M o re Books About the Tra n s m i s s i o n
and Fo o d is an instant collection of 4 colourful
t e e ny tiny books packaged in a hanging plastic
strip with pockets for each book—like sweets in a
Japanese ¥100 shop. E a ch of the 4 hand sew n

books contains intricately col-
laged and re a r ranged images
f rom magazines, food pack a g i n g
and photo booth portra i t s .
Please Bury Your Finds So Others
Can Discover T h e m by Matt
Pa t t i n s o n ,m e a s u res in at just
4cm square .I t ’s a collection of
28 succinct pictograms of mod-
ern stere o t y p e s ,u n d e rsea cre a-
t u res and interesting sex u a l
p o s i t i o n s . Economical and pre-
cise almost to the point of
ab s t ra c t i o n ,t h e re ’s still a couple
that I have n ’t fig u red out ye t ,
and in true image virus style, i f
you look care f u l ly these designs
can be spotted sticke red onto
lampposts and screened on t-
s h i r t s .
The winner of this issue’s prize
for the smallest book, m e a s u r i n g
a minuscule 1 x 7cm, is Tra c ey
B u s h ’s The Thames pH Book. U s i n g

re a d i ly manu fa c t u red books of litmus paper, e a ch
page of The Thames pH Book has been dipped in
water collected from sites along the River Th a m e s .
The book takes us on a journey upriver fro m
P u r fleet to Kew, a c c o m p a nying the Env i ro n m e n t
A g e n cy ’s we e k ly River Run, sampling water at 18
l o c a t i o n s .E a ch page of this labour intensive ,s i t e
s p e c i fic book has the location and pH value of the
water sample rubb e r-stamped on it. Thrill as pH
values soar to a whopping great 7.78 and then dip
d own to a miserable 7.39. As I fli cked through T h e
Thames pH Book I found myself secre t ly hoping fo r
an off the scale reading caused by polluted wa t e r,
can you imagine the excitement of a pH re a d i n g
of 9.13?

Co nt a ct s

FOUND MAG A Z I N E . 3455 Charing Cross Road,
Ann A r b o r, MI 48108-1911, U. S . A . Ava i l able in
Tower Records if yo u ’ re lucky enough TO find a
b ra n ch that’s still open...
w w w. fo u n d m a g a z i n e . c o m

H A L F - W I T, ava i l able from Disinfo t a i n m e n t .

A N G RY YOUTH COMIX Fa n t a graphics Books,
ava i l able from all good comic shops

NATURAL BORN, ava i l able from A r t o m a t i c ,1 3 - 1 4
G reat Sutton St., L o n d o n , EC1V OBX
w w w. a r t o m a t i c . c o. u k

CLOSE YOUR EYES,
ava i l able from Disinfo t a i n m e n t
w w w. l e d e r n i e rc r i . o rg

SWITCH ON YOUR BRAIN,
171 Corfield Stre e t ,L o n d o n , E2 ODN
re a c t @ sw i t ch o nyo u r b ra i n . c o. u k

THE SHADOW SHOP, ava i l able from bookart-
b o o k s h o p

TO RTILLAS: A glow-in-the-dark book of mira c l e s,
Tom Tr u s ky, Painted Smiles Pre s s , P. O. B ox 6414,
B o i s e , ID 83707, U S A

L O S T, C h ronicle books.
The Caravan Gallery, 77B Luck n ow Stre e t ,
Po r t s m o u t h , PO1 1PT
Po s c t a rds ava i l able from; Zwe m m e rs / C CA ,
G l a s g ow; The Lighthouse, G l a s g ow; Fr u i t m a rke t ,
E d i n b u rgh; Beyond Wo rd s ,E d i n b u rgh; bookart-
b o o k s h o p, L o n d o n .
w w w. t h e c a rava n g a l l e ry. c o. u k

MAIL 4 f. u . n .Vi t t o re Baroni,via C Battisti 339,
5 5 0 4 9 ,Vi a re g g i o, I t a ly
w w w.aaa-edizioni.it 

P O C KO books, ava i l able from Diesel clothes shops
wo rl dw i d e
w w w. p o cko. c o m

N E O M U, w w w. n e o mu . c o m

PLEASE BURY YOUR FINDS SO OTHERS CA N
D I S C OVER T H E M ,m a t t p a t t 5 2 0 @ v i rg i n . n e t
w w w. i n k s h e d . c o. u k / m p b o o k . h t m
M o re Books about the Transmission and Fo o d , ava i l-
able from Disinfo t a i n m e n t
w w w 5 . o c n . n e . j p / ~ l a u g h t e r

THE THAMES pH BOOK, ava i l able from b o o k a r t -
b o o k s h o p, 17 Pitfield Stre e t ,L o n d o n , N1 6HB
w w w. b o o k a r t b o o k s h o p. c o m

Send info r m ation on free publications for rev i ew in
Va r i a nt issue 17 to :D i s i n fo t a i n m e nt , P.O. B ox 664,
Lo n d o n , E3 4QR 
www. m p aws o n . d e m o n . co. u k
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