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Lampooning the Regency
The Edinburgh Festival is hardly the place to 
start espousing censorship. I would defend the 
right for people to hold views I disagree with; to 
be as ‘offensive’ as they like. The LM Network 
certainly hold a predictable stable of offensive 
right-wing views on just about everything.  My 
argument is for transparency and openness.  The 
Network present themselves as being beyond 
politics — and are naively treated by media 
establishments as such — all the while backing 
big business and operating covertly through the 
media to influence opinion.

Lobbywatch has been following the LM 
Network’s ways of working: 

“The construction of the events follows a set pattern. 
Well-known figures, who will help to draw in 
audiences, are invited to take part in events designed 
to promote the LM agenda. Invitations to speakers 
are sometimes made via third parties. The news 
broadcaster Jon Snow withdrew from an event to 
which he had been invited by the Royal Society of Arts 
after realising the IoI’s involvement. Snow felt there 
was a lack of transparency.“18

The panel put together for the Festival by Fox 
(or Foster, or whatever her name is) included her 
favourite panellist, friend and colleague from the 
Institute of Ideas, Dolan Cummings. Cummings 
is the “research and editorial director” for the 
Institute, but also pops up at their other outlet, 
Spiked online. Cummings is another partially 
reconstructed Stalinist-libertarian sponsored by 
the pharmaceutical industry, who has a nice line 
in sectarianism.

It’s ironic that Fox says on her own website that 
she “established [the Institute of Ideas] to create 
a public space where ideas can be contested 
without constraint” then packs debates with 
placemen and stooges.

When asked about the group’s involvement in 
the book festival, Director Catherine Lockerbie 
responded:

“Claire Fox is a leading media figure taking part 
regularly in e.g. The Moral Maze and much in demand 
for press and broadcasting.  The Institute of Ideas has 
worked with the British Museum, the Tate, the Hay 
festival, the Cheltenham festival, education authorities 
throughout England and Scotland (in a major schools 
debating competition, much praised by professionals) 
and many other leading arms of the establishment. 
The Edinburgh International Book Festival is a free 
and open forum for discussion of all kinds of ideas. 
We do not practise censorship. We uphold freedom of 
speech.”
And so you should, but the question remains, 
do the organisers or the paying public know the 
context this ‘freedom of speech’ takes place in?

The Art of Government
It would be easy to dismiss the LM Network as 
a peripheral group who operate at a level that is 
both abstract and removed, but a quick look at 
just how successful they have been in embedding 
themselves into key institutions and bodies is 
telling. Lockerbie’s own response to our queries 
for this article is also revealing. Fox appears on 
the Moral Maze – the apogee of British broadcast 
intellectualism – ergo she cannot be questioned. 

And their methods are not as odd as first 
appears. In their previous incarnation as the 

RCP they were vanguardist and deliberately 
controversial (a veteran of the Miner’s Strike 
remembers being at a public meeting where 
they argued for the Miners to be armed). This 
vanguardism remains – but the agent of change 
is no longer the industrial working class but the 
professional media class.

LM Network’s approach, and a more than 
coy lack of openness about funding, has led 
to constant speculation down the years as to 
the mysterious backers of these eclectically 
libertarian hucksters. It remains a mystery, until a 
researcher strikes lucky and a biotech equivalent 
of ‘Moscow Gold’ is unveiled. 

Others point out that this is just Frank 
Furedi’s team, that Fox, Hume and Cummings 
are minions to his intellectual mission, and 
that the relationship of leader-worship pushes 
them nearer the crypto-fascist wing than the 
wired-post-communist one. The perhaps more 
generous analysis is that they have been sent to 
discredit the left in Britain at a time when the 
anti-capitalist movement gathers strength and 
intellectual credibility. This analysis argues that 
they have been doing such for the last twenty 
years.

On an purely intellectual level, theirs is the 
defence of a ‘Long Enlightenment’ (Furedi 
strongly defends the humanist subject, industrial 
progress, the commitment to absolute standards 
of judgement, etc.) and this leads them into 
the same camp as the French, New Right 
theorist Alain de Benoist’s theory of a heroic 
Enlightenment, where the priority of the subject 
is all and the struggle of self-determination and 
respect for ‘European’ values is central.

Other companions at this end of the lounge are 
such fellow travellers as Roger Scruton — oddly 
often posed as the right to Claire Fox’s left on the 
Moral Maze. Reviewing Furedi’s ‘Where Have All 
the Intellectuals Gone?’ (to which one is tempted 
to reply probably to act as apologists for the 
biotech industry) he writes:

“For Furedi the growing contempt for objective truth 
and transmissible knowledge is the sign of a deeper 
malaise within society — a loss of trust in rational 
thought and a flight towards “social inclusion”, where 
this means, in effect, mob rule. The philistinism of 
educational theory, the take-over of the humanities 
by the “postmodern” charlatans, the loss of respect for 
science, and the growing tendency to put “relevance” 
at the heart of the curriculum — all these are signs, for 
Furedi, of a fundamental repudiation of knowledge. 
And this explains the vanishing of the intellectuals.”19

Well it’s not a bad summation of Furedi’s 
slightly weird set of straightjacket, push-
button ‘theories’, though of course they become 
increasingly tendentious as his coterie straddles 
the curriculum, the educational theory, the 
humanities, etc. They say you’re known by the 
company you keep and Scruton’s lavish reviews 
make the LM Network known as a dangerous 
right-wing group. Scruton goes on to argue 
that Furedi is not really an intellectual just 
a “genuinely educated (and transparently 
conservative) man.” Intellectuals you see, “as we 
know from the cases of Marx, Lenin, Mao, Sartre, 
Pol Pot and a thousand more…are dangerous.”20 
I’m not sure I’d have thrown poor old Jean Paul 
Sartre in with Pol Pot, but there you go.

Whatever their ideological backdrop, it is 
disingenuous for them to present themselves as 

beyond left and right and woefully naïve of the 
book festival organisers and key political and 
media outlets to invite them to run the show 
whilst ignoring their clear political agenda. The 
LM/RCP Network — perhaps only championed by 
our own neo-cons — are the arch entryists of our 
era. So if the debate seemed oddly familiar at the 
Book Festival this year, at least you know why.
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